
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST ADDENDUM SHEET Property Name: Pyles Lumber Warehouse and 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Dwelling House 

Survey No.: PG: 76A-8 (PACS A182) 

Property Address 6210 and 6208 Old Branch Avenue, Camp Springs, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Henry and Mary Jenkins, 8604 Old Branch Avenue, Clinton, MP 20735 
Year Built 1912/c. 1920 

Description: 

The Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Dwelling House were previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in 1973 and 1984. Since the time of the previous survey, the dwelling house at 6208 Old 
Branch Avenue has been demolished. The 2-story, 3-bay, wood-frame warehouse located at 6210 Old Branch Avenue 
remains as part of the Pyles Lumber Company complex. The warehouse has a shed roof and double batten doors on each 
story in the center of the front, or southwest elevation. Original 6/6 double-hung windows are located at the second story 
level of the southwest and northwest elevations. The warehouse does not have a high degree of integrity due to the modern, 
vertical-board siding which covers the exterior. The warehouse also has modern additions on the southeast and northeast 
elevations. 

National Register Evaluation: 

Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Dwelling House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not 
eligible under Criterion A since research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in 
the development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with 
persons who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The property does not 
meet Criterion C since the dwelling house has been demolished and the warehouse is not an outstanding example of its type. 
Simple, wood-frame warehouses are found at many formerly rural crossroads, particularly near rail lines. Most are 
unornamented and undistinguished. This example has no architectural detail or distinguishing features. In addition, the 
integrity of the building has been severely compromised by the modern siding and multiple modern additions. The historic 
crossroads setting of the warehouse has also been drastically altered by modern development and expansion of the highway 
system. 

MHT CONCURRENCE: r̂ . 
Eligibility recommended ^ y , not recommended 
Criteria A B C D Considerations A B C D E F G None 
Commerce? 

Date 

Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
September 1996/revised November 1998 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST CONTINUATION SHEET Property Name: Pyles Lumber Warehouse and 
U.S. 301 SOUTH CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION STUDY Dwelling House 

Survey No.: PG: 76A-8 (PACS A182) 

Property Address 6210 and 6208 Old Branch Avenue, Camp Springs, Prince George's County 
Owner Name/Address Henry and Mary Jenkins, 8604 Old Branch Avenue, Clinton, MP 20735 

Year Built 1912/c. 1920 

Description: 

The Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Dwelling House were previously surveyed by the Maryland-National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission (M-NCPPC) in 1973 and 1984. Since the time of the previous survey, the dwelling house at 6208 Old 
Branch Avenue has been demolished. 

National Register Evaluation: 

Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Dwelling House is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property is not 
eligible under Criterion A, as research conducted indicates no association with any historic events or trends significant in the 
development of national, state or local history. Historic research indicates that the property has no association with persons 
who have made specific contributions to history, and therefore, it does not meet Criterion B. The property does not meet 
Criterion C, as the dwelling house has been demolished. In addition, the setting of the crossroads has been drastically 
altered by modern development and expansion of the highway system. As a result, the site integrity of the warehouse has 
been significantly compromised. Finally, the property has no known potential to yield important information, and therefore, 
is not eligible under Criterion D. 

• # 

MHT CONCURRENCE: 
Eligibility recommended X not recommended 
Criteria A B Considerations B None 
Comments: We agree that this property is not eligible: however, was it eligible HPfnrp 

the dwelling was demolished? It would appear not. Neither is therp any discussion 
of the warehouse, which does remain, as a type or of its integrity. 

Suzanne Pickens 07/21/1997 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Preparer: 
P.A.C. Spero & Company 
September 1996 
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY 

HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET 

Survey #: P.G. #76A-8 Bui ld ing Date: ca. 1912, ca. 1930. 

Bu i ld ing Name: Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Dwelling House 

Locat ion: 6210 and 6208 Old Branch Avenue, Camp Springs, Maryland 

Private/Storage/Occupied/Good-Fair 

Descr ip t ion: 

There are two bui ld ings at t h i s crossroads s i t e . The f i r s t is the 
Pyles dwel l ing house, a two-story gable-roofed frame house on the two-acre 
northeast corner of the crossroads. Entrance is in the central bay of the 
f ive-bay west (main) facade. A one-story columned porch shelters the west 
facade and wraps around the north gable end. At the south gable end is a 
two-story semi-hexagonal bay window. On both s t o r i e s , double doors have 
been i ns ta l l ed in place of the windows, to allow easy access for storage of 
large business mater ia ls . The frame sid ing of the house has been covered by 
i m i t a t i o n red-br ick asphalt sh ing le . 

The second bu i ld ing stands across Allentown Road on the 1.59-acre 
southeast corner l o t . I t is a rectangular two-story frame warehouse with a 
n e a r l y - f l a t roof which slopes gently to the i t s t ; i t s pr inc ipa l facade faces 
Old Branch Avenue (to the west ) . This main west facade has a large central 
double-door on each s to ry . On the second story th i s double-door is flanked 
by two small 2/2 windows. The o r ig ina l white German s id ing has recent ly 
been covered by ver t i ca l na tura l -co lo r (wood composite?) s id ing . 

S ign i f i cance: 

These two bui ld ings represent the residence and commercial st ructures 
of the Pyles family business, at an important crossroads l oca t i on ; the 
i n te rsec t i on of the Washington-Brandywine Road and the Camp Springs - Upper 
Marlboro Road had been the s i t e of commercial enterpr ises since before the 
C i v i l War. The dwell ing house on the northeast corner lo t was b u i l t by 
w. E. Pyles ca. 1912, whi le Pyles operated a grocery store on the southeast 
corner. In la te r years, probably before 1930, Pyles constructed the frame 
feed-warehouse j us t south of the grocery s to re . After the Second World War, 
when he went in to the lumber business, the warehouse came to be used for 
lumber storage; i t serves that purpose today. 

This important commercial crossroads has changed d ras t i ca l l y in the 
las t generat ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y wi th the construct ion of Maryland Route 5 a 
short distance to the east . The 1.59-acre warehouse l o t now contains 
several other commercial bu i ld ings of the Pyles Lumber Company. The two-
acre dwel l ing house lo t now includes two other residences and separate 
garages. The old frame dwel l ing house is boarded up and used as storage for 
the lumber company, and fu ture plans for improvement of the Route 5 i n t e r ­
change include use of th i s house lo t as an access ramp. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey No. PG#76A-8 

Magi No. 1 7 0 2 3 5 5 7 1 1 

DOE yes no 

1 . Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Pyles Warehouse and residence 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6210 Old Branch Avenue (house 6208) not for publication 

city,town Camp Springs,Md. 
House in CD.#4,Store in #5 

. vicinity of congressional district 

state M a r y l a n r l county p .G, 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
_X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
. public 

x private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 
not applicable 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X- commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g addresses o f a l l owne rs ) 

name G len P y l e s 

street & number 6210 A l l e n t o w n Rd. , telephone no.: 899-7011 

city,town Camp Springs, Md. state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
Storehouse 

l i b l r Residence #82 courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. P.G. County Courthouse 

street & number Main S t r e e t fo l io 488 434 

city,town uPPe r Marlboro, Md. state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title P.G. County Inventory of Historic Sites 

date 1974 federal state x county local 

|pository for survey records H i s t o r y Pi v i s i o n . M-NCPPC 

city,town Riverdale, Md. state 



7. Description Survey No. PG#76A-8 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
X fair 

Check one 
deteriorated unaltered 
ruins *_ altered 
unexposed 

Check one 
X_ original site 
moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

There are two bui ldings at t h i s crossroads s i t e . The f i r s t is the 
dwel l ing house of W. E. Pyles, b u i l t at approximately the time that he 
establ ished his business here. This is a two-story gable-roofed frame 
house b u i l t on the two-acre northeast corner of the crossroads. Entrance i s 
in the central bay of the f ive-bay west (main) facade. The door has 
transom and s i d e l i g h t s . Above th i s central bay is a central gable in the 
roo f , which has a small square window and f ish-scale shingles as do the 
north and south gable ends. A one-story columned porch shelters the west 
facade and wraps around to shel ter the north gable end as w e l l . 

The main part of the house consists of central hal l and two parlors 
wi th bedrooms above. Two i n t e r i o r corbelled-cap brick chimneys at the 
r idge serve f lues on the i n t e r i o r walls of these two par lo rs . Each of 
these pseudo-fireplaces has a heavy dark-wood veneered mantel. 

At the south gable end is a two-story semi-hexagonal bay window. On 
both s t o r i e s , double doors have been ins ta l led in place of the windows, 
to al low easy access fo r storage of large business mater ia ls . 

To the east is a two-story el l-shaped wing which is taken up by the 
k i t chen , back s t a i r s , and bedroom above. Beaded wainscoting of the period 
covers the walls and ce i l i ng of the k i tchen. There is another corbel led-
cap br ick chimney at the ridge at the east end of t h i s e l l . 

The frame sid ing of the house has been covered by imi ta t ion red-brick 
asphalt sh ing les. 

The second bu i ld ing stands across Allentown Road on the 1.59 acre 
southeast corner l o t . I t is a rectangular two-story frame warehouse with a 
n e a r l y - f l a t roof which slopes gently to the east ; i t s pr inc ipal facade 
faces Old Branch Avenue (to the west ) . This main west facade has a large 
central double-door on each s to r y . On the second story th is double-door i s 
f lanked by two small 2/2 windows. The or ig inal white German siding has 
recent ly been covered by ve r t i ca l natura l -color (wood composite?) s i d i ng . 



8. Significance Survey No. PG#76A-8 

Period 
prehistoric 

_1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
X_1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 

X commerce 
communications 

economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

OCfll 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

_JC_ other (specify) 
1 h is to ry 

Specific dates House ca. 1912 Builder/Architect Warehouse 1920's 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The dwelling house, built, ca. 1912, was the residence of W. E. Pyles, 
who had, a few years earlier, started a grocery business in a building 
across the road to the south. This was an important crossroads, the inter­
section of the Washington-Brandywine Road and the Camp Springs - Upper 
Marlboro Road, and there had been commercial enterprises at this crossroads 
since before the Civil War. 

In later years, probably before 1930, Pyles constructed a feed ware­
house just south of the grocery store, with its two double-doors facing the 
Brandywine Road. When, after the Second World War, Pyles went into the 
lumber business, this frame warehouse came to be used for lumber storage. 
It still serves that purpose. 

Although this intersection has been an important commercial crossroads 
for over a century, it has changed drastically in the last generation, par­
ticularly with the construction of Maryland Route 5 a short distance to the 
east. The northwest and southwest corners are now taken up with gas sta­
tions, and traffic is yery heavy. The 1.59 acre warehouse lot now contains 
several other commercial buildings of the Pyles Lumber Company. The two-
acre dwelling house lot now includes two other residences and separate 
garages. The old frame house is boarded up and used as storage for the 
lumber company, and future plans for improvement of the Maryland Route 5 
interchange include use of this house lot as an access ramp. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. P.G. 76A-8 

P.G. County Deeds #4725:488; #2435:550;#82:434;#50:157;JWB#9: 540; 
FS#4:408 
Wi l l s WDA #4:245 
Equity #4509) Drawer 11,plat #120(Allen estate) 
Interview wi th Glcm Pyloo, Apr i l 198̂ 1 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property NE c o r n e r house 1 Ot - (2 a c r e s ) 
Quadrangle name SE_corner warehouse l o t - (1.59 ac rg^ d r a n g | e s c a | e 

UTM References do NOT c o m p l e t e UTM r e f e r e n c e s 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all s tates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

1 1 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Susan G. P e a r l 

organization History D i v i s i o n , M-NCPPC date Apr i l 1984 

street & number 4811 R i v e r d a l e R d . , telephone 779 -2011 

city or town Riverdale, state Maryland 

1 , 1 , , 1 

code 

code 

^ 
• 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

PG-#76A-8 
/ 7 0 2 3 5 5 " ^ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

B NAME 
HISTORIC 

Camp Spr ings Cross roads 
AND/OR COMMON 

Pyles House & Lumber Warehouse 

LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

Old Branch Ave. 
CITY. TOWN 

Camp Sprincrs 
STATE 

Maryland 

& Allentown Road 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

P r i n c e George ' s 
CLASSIFICATION 

7 
CATEGORY 

DISTRICT 

V.J3UILDINGIS) 

itSTRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

_ iAjBLIC 

j/pRIVATE 

— BOTH 

PUBLIC A C Q U I S I T I O N 

—IN PROCESS 

— BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

—OCCUPIED 

— U*' OCCUPIED 

—Wv/riH IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

—YES RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENTUSE 

_ AGRICULTURE — M U S E U M 

/ C O M M E R C I A L 

— EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

_.0ARK 

.^PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

...RELIGIOUS 

— SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

private home & Pyles Lumber Co. Telephone # 
STREET* NUMBER 

STATE , z i p c o d e CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC 

Liber I: 
Folio #: 

Prince George's County Courthouse 
STREETS, NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Upper Marlboro 
STATE 

Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL —STATE -COUNTY .LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



PG#76A-8 

DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CKECK ONE CHECK 

-^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED (UNALTERED _ORIGtNAL SITE 

^/.GOOD —RUINS iLAlTERED —MOVED DATE 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

There are two separate buildings here. The first is located 
on the NE corner. It is a rectangular-shaped, two-story frame 
house, with a newer brick veneer. It has five bays on its main 
(west) facade, and there is a central door and a center gable 
in the roof. The center gable and end gables are covered with 
patterned shingles. The door has transom and side-lights; a 
heavy, open porch surrounds the front and north sides. 

South of this, just below the SE corner of the crossroads, 
is an older, two-story frame building with a flat roof. The 
main (west) facade has large doors at each level, and a crane 
extends over the second-story door. This was probably the 
original warehouse for the Pyles Lumber Co., which is still in 
operation here. 

! 

i 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



PG#76A-8 

IS SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

— PREHISTORIC 

— 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

_ 1 5 0 0 1599 

— 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

— 1 7 0 0 - 1 7 9 9 

_ v a O O - 1 8 9 9 

- ^ 1 9 0 0 -

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

SPECIFIC DATES 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

— I N V E N T I O N 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MIL ITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

SCULPTURE 

— S O C I A L / H U M A N I T A R I A N 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Both of these buildings represent the early 20th Century 
crossroads atmosphere of southern Maryland. The lumber ware­
house is particularly notable as it is one of the very few older 
commercial buildings seen in this county. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



PG#76A-8 

jJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

UGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

IV " . f i - . i f t i T'c • ; - • • . ' • ; , • / 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE . COUNTY 

EEJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Michael F. Dwyer, Senior Park His to r ian 
ORGANIZATION 

M-NCPPC 
STREET & NUMBER 

8787 Georgia Ave. 
CITY OR TOWN 

Si lver Spring 

• 

DATE 

12/10/73 
TELEPHONE 

589-1480 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 214C1 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 110B 



Chain of T i t l e 

Pyles Warehouse and Residence 
P.G. #76A-8 

(Warehouse 
#4725:488 
Feb 1977 
Deed 

l o t ) Harry E. Pyles, Sr. to Glen 0. Pyles and Harvey E. 
Pyles, J r . , three parcels including Parcel #2, 1.594 1 
acre as by deed #2435:550. 

#2435:550 
30 Mar 1960 
Deed 

Harvey E. Pyles (executor of W. Eugene Pyles, deceased) 
to Harvey E. Pyles, Sr. ( i nd i v i dua l ) , as per W.E. 
Pyles w i l l WDA #4:245: 1.594 acre in Surratts D i s t r i c t 
as described in #50:157, remainder from 3 acre parce l . 

WDA #4:245 
18 June 1959 
Wil l 

Testator: Wallace Eugene Pyles: Item I I to son Harvey 
E. Pyles, S r . , $100.00 in cash and/or real estate (H.E. 
Pyles chooses 1.594 acre property plus cash and 
secu r i t i es ) . 

#50:157 
7 Dec 1908 
Deed 

Anna M. Allen to W.E. Pyles: 3 acres which grantor 
acquired from her father Andrew Payne by FS #4:408 at 
(southeast) corner of TB-Washington Road and Camp 
Springs-Marlboro Road. 

FS #4:408 
11 July 1866 
Deed 

Andrew and Eleanor Payne to Ann Marian Payne; 18 acres 
in forks of Alexandria-Marlboro and Washington-
Surratts Roads. 

#4509 
1916 
Equity 

See also plat (1915) of Anna M. Al len estate showing 
Pyles store and residence l o t s . (Plat #120 in 
Drawer 11, P.G. Co. Courthouse). 

(House l o t ) 
#82:434 
18 July 1912 
Deed 

Jefferson B. Redd to Wallace E. Pyles; part of 
"Manchester" (northeast) corner of Washington-T.B. Road 
and Marlboro Road, 2 acres which grantor acquired from 
Richard H. Sweeney in 1888 by JWB #9:540. 
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PG:76A-8 
Pyles Lumber Warehouse and Residence, site 
6210 Old Branch Avenue, Camp Springs 
Anacostia quadrangle 





P.G. #76A-8 

Pyles House and Warehouse 

Prince George's County, MD 

Susan G. Pearl 

April 1984 

House, south elevation 

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Pyles House and Warehouse 

Prince George's County, MD 

Susan G. Pearl 

April 1984 

Warehouse from Northwest 

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 
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Pyles House and Warehouse 

Prince George's County, MD 

Susan G. Pearl 

April 1984 

Warehouse from Southwest 

Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD 










